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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/004533 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language » 

— which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international prelinunaiy examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report) '. 



□ 



the international application as originally flled/fumished 
the description: 

pages 1-4,7-10,12,13,15-19 

pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/fiimished 



5,6,11,14 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



29.10.2004 



the claims: 
2 



nos. 
nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



1,3-7 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on 29.10.2004 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 
sheets fig. 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/fiimished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing, 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

1X1 the claims, nos. _S 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify)', 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)'. 



I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
' — ' they have been considered to ro beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specify)'. 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify)'. 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcabiUty; 
citations and explanations supporting sucli statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 3 / 

Claims 1 / 2 ^ 4^6 



Claims 

Claims 1 ~7 



Industrial applicability (I A) Claims 1 7 

Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP 2000-290730 A (Kawasaki Steel Corp.). 17 
October 2000, claims; column 1, line 25 to 
column 8, line 42; and tables 1 to 8 
Document 2: JP 2003-55751 A (Nippon Steel Corp.), 26 

February 2003, claims and column 12, lines 
32 to 49 

Document 3: JP 8-291367 A (Kawasaki Steel Corp.), 05 
November 1996, claims 



The inventions that are set forth in claims 1, 2 
and 4 to 6 are also disclosed in document 1 (claims; 
column 7, line 25 to colximn 8, line 42; and tables 1 to 
8) cited in the international search report; therefore, 
these inventions lack novelty and do not involve an 
inventive step. It is thought that the oxide particle 
compositions and the oxide particle diameters that are 
disclosed in document 1 could have been obtained by means 
of the production method that is set forth in claim 4; 
therefore, document 1 is considered to disclose the same 
production method as is set forth in claim 4 . 

It would have been easy for a person skilled in the 
art to conceive of the inventions that are set forth in 
claims 3 and 7 in the light of the disclosures of 
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International application No. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) ^Ith regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

documents 1 and 2 cited in the international search 
report; therefore, these inventions do not involve an 
inventive step. Dociiment 2 (claims and column 12, lines 
32 to 49) discloses the feature of increasing strength 
and ductility by configuring a complex structure that 
comprises ferrite, bainite and residual austenite; 
therefore, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
art to conceive of forming the abovementioned structure 
in the invention that is disclosed in document 1, which 
also pertains to the issue of imparting strength and 
ductility. 
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